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RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th June 2026 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Gordon , Pickavance, Pryke (Chairperson)
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh 
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were twelve members of the public.
1899/26    To receive apologies
Cllr. Bradshaw  Cllr Newsham  Cllr Rear
LCC Cllr Rick Edwards

1900/26 To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1901/26
 To consider and approve the minutes of 18th May 2026
Amended by formal vote to read:

1879/26 Mrs C Bamber on behalf of a group of residents.

1882/26 Amended by formal vote to read Cllr Pryke stated he would send apologies to the headmaster at Holmeswood School and the minister of the Holmeswood methodist church.
1902/26  Chairperson to read out Parish Clerk’s retirement letter and actions to recruit new clerk.
The clerk, Kevin Newsham, gave a three month retirement phase to end his contract with the parish council on 31st August 2026. Clerk stated to the public he had enjoyed nearly fourteen years of public service representing Rufford Parish Council and working with the previous chairperson Cllr Gordon; they had achieved and completed many projects together. The clerk  wished the new chairperson Cllr Pryke and the council all the best for the future.

The council thanked the clerk for his public service over the years.
1903/26  Public Participation

Lawrence Critchley was concerned about the grass cutting on the highway verges on the A59. LCC were cutting only three times per year. Members of the public are complaining about the length of the grass on the verges.

Members of the public may want to set up a working group for ideas for play equipment on Rufford Park.

Could the Parish Council place an information notice on their website giving a friendly advisory for the public to keep their hedges trimmed back on public footpath.

Public concerned about materials being left when LCC clean back on public footpaths. 

The council noted the information

1904/26 Borough and County Council Participation

Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh would like to thank the clerk for all the hard and good work he had done over the years and would be missed.

Borough Cllr Hesketh stated grass cutting by LCC had been cutback because of lack of workforce/not enough people. He was also concerned about vegetation creep on public footpaths and stated WLBC were responsible for cutting the grass in the orchard, side of Flash lane.

Cllr Hesketh stated a joint governance agreement to run WLBC was agreed between the Conservatives and OWLs.
T he council noted the information. 

1905/1/26   Planning

8.1         2026/0418/FUL  Land South of Holmeswood Road, Rufford
The parish council was concerned about drainage documentation, public combined rainwater with sewage. SUDS drainage. These are totally inadequate.

It was resolved by the council not to support this application.

DECISIONS:

	2026/0093/FUL | Full planning application for the erection of 2no. dwellings | Land Adjacent To Diamond Jubilee House Watersedge Drive Rufford Lancashire
	REFUSED



	2026/0085/PIP | Application for Permission in Principal - Proposed erection of up to 9 no. dwellings. | Land East Of Holmfield Holmeswood Road Rufford Lancashire
	REFUSED


1905/2/26 Cllr Gordon to put forward a motion to extend an invitation to the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the WLBC local plan committee to hear Parish Council and resident views regarding the new local plan (the government has increased West Lancashire’s housing quota to 562 per year, equating to 8,430 new homes in the borough over the course of the new plan – this will be an opportunity for residents and Parish Councillors to learn more about the plan and contribute their viewpoints.)
It was resolved by the council for Ian  Rigby (Chairperson) WLBC Local Plan Committee to attend the 20th July 2026 council meeting to give a talk and for residents to express their viewpoints.
1906/1/26  Finance    Approve expenditures since the previous meeting
	Cheque No/DDM
	Payee
	Net £
	VAT £
	Total £

	022933
	Holt Brother Engineers – steel poles for Holmeswood Village Hall noticeboard
	320.00
	64.00
	384.00

	022934
	WLBC trade waste village halls
	412.03
	-
	412.03

	022935
	Gallaghers insurance RPC 2026/27
	1588.33
	-
	1588.33

	022936
	P Brookfield  - park maintenance
	483.37
	-
	483.37

	022937
	CP Grimshaw tree surgeons-reduced dangerous sycamore Rufford park
	660.00
	132.00
	792.00

	022938
	K Newsham  Clerk’s Salary and admin

698.80   +   59.48
	758.28
	-
	758.28

	022939
	CP Grimshaw tree surgeon – reduce beech tree and remove large limb resting Rufford park
	700.00
	140.00
	840.00

	DDM
	Easywebsites Ltd.
	£36.96
	-
	£36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

1906/2/26     Motion to vote on Finance Working Group recommendations from May 2026 meeting.

It was resolved that the above recommendation by the Finance and Budget Working Group meeting 6th May 2026 should be approved.
1907/1/26     Highways

Cllr Pryke to report on police response to speeding on Holmeswood Road.
LCC had installed a temporary camera on Holmeswood Road to record speeding and this would be used to form a speeding report.

The council noted the information
1907/2/26  Cllr Pickavance to request update on Highsands Avenue bus stop
Cllr Pickavance had not yet received any information from LCC on this request.

The council noted the information.

1908/1/26 Recreation Grounds  
Cllr Pryke to address a complaint regarding tree issues on Rufford Park recreation ground.

The clerk had asked Dave Thornber , arboriculture consultant, if he could do an inspection of trees on Rufford park. The report was forwarded to Cllr Pryke. Trees which required work were around 181 Liverpool Road Rufford and Oaklands, Rufford Park.
It was resolved by the council to discuss these issues at the next Finance and Budget Working Group meeting 23rd June 2026.

1908/2/26 Cllr Gordon to offer a vote of thanks to Cllr Paul Hesketh for his work in procuring new benches from WLBC on land opposite entrance to Rufford recreation ground.

It was resolved by the council to thank Cllr Paul Hesketh for his hard work in providing new benches in the orchard, Flash Lane, Rufford.

1909/1/26  Street Scene 
  Cllr Pryke update on statement from Greenbelt.

Cllr Pryke had received information that tree work on hospital site would commence in October 2026 after the bird nesting season.

The council noted the information.

1909/2/26   Cllr Pryke report on visit to National Trust wetlands site.
Cllr Pryke stated it was a very interesting visit and to be informed on water management levels on the National Trust wetlands site, Rufford.

The council noted the information.

1909/3/26   Cllr Pryke to put forward a motion to provide Rufford Village Society a donation of £350 per annum.

It was resolved by the council to give the Rufford Village Society a yearly donation of £350.00 per annum commencing financial year 2026/27

1910/1/26  Clerk’s report.
Discuss attendance of the new borough councillor, Cllr. Alison Jones

The clerk will send an email of council meeting dates and invitation to attend.

1910/2/26  Clerk gave Mr Brookfield a chainsaw to use on Lantra chainsaw maintenance and cross cutting chainsaw course January 2026 and is now property of Rufford Parish Council; it will be placed on the council asset register 2026/27, estimated value £100.00. When the saw is used Mr Brookfield will be covered by the council insurance.
The above information to be placed on the council asset register for financial year 2026/27

1911/26  To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting, which is the Full Council Meeting, on MONDAY 20th JULY  2026, ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD, 7.00 PM

Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.10 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

